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M 7 A Study of History (1934-1961) .{'06 e 25 Arnold Joseph Toynbeel s
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Jl/"j// (Twentieth Century Literary Criticism)/,‘O/g Das%
é" The term Postmodernism was coined and first used by Arnold Toynbee in 1947 to
Edescribe the fourth and final phase of western history. Since then this term has been
Eused variously by philosophers and literary critics to explain philosophy, history, arté
Eand literature with reference to modernism" 1 (
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E"Postmodernism began on 15 July 1972, when the Pruitt-Igoe housing scheme 1n
éSt. Louis, Missouri, was destroyed by a controlled and planned explosion. The%
Ehousing scheme, designed by Minoru Yamasaki (Who also designed the Twin%
STowers), was, for many, the flagship of Modernist architecture. Its destruction,%
SJencks argued, signalled a clear rift between the modern and postmodern periods.%
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(Twentieth - Bijay Kumar Das AT L P i S “’GW’“*”
: :Z,J’/'j/,i}'a’"ufé}?/uf/Century Literary Criticism)é
é" Postmodernism in relation to literary criticism owes its origin to Charlis Olson :
Ewho first used the term in his essays in 1950's. In the 1960's through 1970's critics%
Slike Thab Hussan, Susan Sontag, Lesile Fiedler, Linda Hutcheon and Fredric%
SJameson have discussed Postmodernism in relation to literature and other arts."%
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E"It is a dramatic break from Modernism and a continuation of it; it is a progressive%
Edevelopment from Marxism and a denial and renunciation of Marxism's basec%
Etenents; it is radically left wing and neo-conservative; it is both radical and%
Ereactionary; it advocates the dissolution of the grand narratives and i1s, in itself, the%
grand narrative of the end of grand narratives; it is the projection of the aesthetic oné

Eto the cultural and cognitive fields; it is the cultural logic of late capitalism; it is the%
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Eloss of the real; it is a renunciation of all critical philosophical standards; and it is a
Eradical critique of philosophy and the fields of representation. Postmodernism, 1n
éother words, is riddled with contradictions and perpetuated through paradoxes. 5
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